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Senator the Hon.  
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Well, what a year it’s been!
The past 12 months have been tough for everyone, but 
I want to thank you for your resilience. 
Despite the devastating pandemic, here in Australia we 
are faring very well.
We have one of the lowest death rates in the world, are 
one of the most highly vaccinated countries in the world, 
and our economy is performing well too. 
This is an incredible achievement.
Now we have to look towards opening up our nation,  
in line with the National Plan.
As a government this year, we have also continued to 
roll-out millions of dollars to projects that directly benefit 
our local communities in regional Victoria. 
We’ve also provided $2.8 billion to the Black Summer 
bushfire recovery efforts, $1.58 billion for the North 
Queensland Monsoon Trough recovery and  
$261 million, in conjunction with state governments, for 
a disaster risk reduction funding package. 
The Nationals will always back the regions. 
Our party stands firm in its commitment to strong 
regional economies and prosperous communities. 
As the upcoming federal election nears, we continue 
to focus on creating and sustaining prosperous regions 
and stopping a Labor-Greens Government. 
With 2021 drawing to a close, I would like to wish you 
all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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As Minister for Emergency Management, I’m working hard 
to ensure we are actively working with local communities, 
businesses and all levels of government to reduce disaster 
risk. 

The Federal and Victorian Governments have jointly invested 
more than $3.2 million under the latest Risk and Resilience 
Grants Program to further protect our Victorian communities 
from bushfires, floods and other extreme weather events.   

This grants program is part of the National Partnership 
Agreement on Disaster Risk Reduction, which aims to 
reduce the risk and impact of natural disasters.

24 Emergency Management and community organisations 
have received support under this funding round, including 
flood-plain management authorities, councils and community 
organisations.

$165,000 has been awarded to the Alpine Shire Council to 
undertake a detailed flood study of Myrtleford and the Ovens 
and Buffalo Rivers.

I have also undertaken another regular meeting with the 
Director General of Emergency Management Australia,  
Joe Buffone to discuss the upcoming high risk weather 
season.

Recent experience has clearly demonstrated the benefit and 
need for us all to adopt a cooperative approach to preparing 
for, responding to, and recovering from natural disasters.

BOLSTERING DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION IN VICTORIA

OUR PLAN TO SECURE THE FUTURE OF REGIONAL COMMUNITIES

It was a privilege to deliver my first national keynote address 
as Minister for Regionalisation at The Cube Wodonga. 

I outlined The Nationals in government’s plan for the 
regions, as part of the Regional Australia Institute’s Regions 
Rising 2021 Event.

Regionalisation is about putting the regions front and 
centre, not through one single policy, but an integrated 
network of policies and initiatives across governments 
that addresses population, infrastructure, connectivity and 
liveability – just to name a few.

It is also about backing in existing regional businesses, 
entrepreneurs and industry to develop and grow, while 
encouraging others to invest and set up shop in a regional 
city or town, by removing barriers to innovation and growth 
and unlocking new opportunities.

The greater goal of regionalisation is to be a better, 
stronger nation with regional cities that are underpinned by 
innovative industries, built on the competitive advantage 
of each region, that are supported by a skilled and stable 
workforce, and that are great places to live.
Based on current and previous investments in the regions 
it is likely there will $100 billion going into the regions in 
the decade to 2030 across various areas of government 
(excluding health and social security). This is based on 
departmental advice.

As Minister for Regionalisation, I am seeking to make sure 
that investment is targeted, coordinated and strategic in 
its approach – that we ensure every single taxpayer dollar 
spent delivers maximum benefit to the regions.

I envision a future Australia that has many regional cities 
with populations of 100,000 to 300,000 and more.

I would like 50 per cent of future population growth to occur 
in the regions.

I am continuing the work that Doug Anthony started all 
those years ago - building safe, sustainable and prosperous 
regional communities.
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As you are aware, the Liberal and Nationals Government 
has set a target of net zero emissions by 2050.

The Nationals have negotiated a sensible and practical 
package that puts the growth of our regions to the forefront 
of any plan.

We are the only party who sought to ensure regional and 
rural Australia was not worse off as a result of this significant 
decision.

That is because the role of The Nationals is to look after 
people from the regions and to ensure they are not hurt by 
policy outcomes.

As a part of Australia’s target to achieve net zero emissions 
by 2050, we secured strong commitments for the future of 
regional jobs and industries.

Critical to this decision was the need to ensure Australia 
remained globally competitive with higher prices for our 
biggest exports, and lower mortgages and energy prices 
for households.

We should be proud as a nation that we are meeting and 
beating our international commitments to reduce emissions.

Simultaneously we are achieving growth in mining, 
agriculture and manufacturing – powering and feeding the 
growing economies of our Asia-Pacific neighbours.

We continue to back our world-class regional industries and 
the communities that underpin our local economies.

STANDING UP FOR THE REGIONS

Wishing you a very merry Christmas 
and  a safe and happy New Year
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As Minister for Regional Communications, I know how important quick and reliable 
internet connection is for people who live and work in the regions. 

Residents in Doreen and Whittlesea will now have access to ultrafast broadband, after 
becoming eligible to upgrade to NBN’s Fibre to the Premises.

In fact, another 200,000 premises across Australia will become eligible for the upgrade, 
which will drive significant benefits to our communities.

Our government continues to roll out crucial infrastructure for regional and rural Australia.

This latest announcement builds on the back of the towns of Mount Beauty, Tawonga, 
South Wangaratta and Myrtleford also becoming eligible for improved broadband.

This will create jobs for our community and support local businesses by allowing them 
to take advantage of the benefits of ultrafast broadband.

For more information on the NBN, head to nbnco.com.au

FASTER BROADBAND FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA
Busting the many myths and promoting the many benefits of lawful 
shooting and hunting is why the Parliamentary Friends of Shooting was 
formed.  
Many are aware that shooting has produced some of Australia’s greatest 
Olympians and Paralympians, but we want to also promote the many 
economic, environmental and health benefits of recreational shooting and 
hunting.
What better way to do it than to get the media involved in an annual Pollie 
vs Press event. 
This year’s event was unfortunately washed out, but it didn’t stop us from 
getting together to celebrate the sport, some wins for the industry, and 
the impressive trophy donated by SIFA - Shooting Industry Foundation of 
Australia’s CEO James Walsh. 
A huge thanks to SIFA, Maurice and his team from the National Press 
Club of Australia and all those who back this incredibly important industry.POLLIE VS PRESS:

A Regional Banking Taskforce has been established by the 
Liberal and Nationals Government, to assess the impact of 
bank branch closures on regional communities.

The Taskforce will bring together banks and other key 
stakeholders to assess how bank branch closures have 
impacted local businesses, industries and communities and 
work collaboratively to identify possible solutions.

This taskforce will provide a platform to establish how the 
transformation within the banking industry, particularly 
branch closures, has affected those living in the regions.

Having access to bank branches is vital for every 
community, particularly for residents who are unable to use 
online services to conduct their banking.

As we have heard, bank branch closures in the regions also 
affect the liveability of towns. I am pleased to announce 
this taskforce will be looking at how we can keep banking 
services in rural Australia.

Both Minister Michael Sukkar and Senator Perin Davey 
are Co-Chairs, with senior representatives from bank 
institutions, and banking and government associations 
members of the taskforce.

The Nationals in government continues to invest in critical 
infrastructure for the regions.

A stabling upgrade at Albury Station will allow for new 
VLocity trains which offer improved reliability, comfort and 
speed for commuters.

These works will help enable these VLocity trains to run on 
the North East Line.

This project is also supporting around 25 jobs during 
construction, which will provide a boost to local economic 
recovery.

We know regional towns like Albury-Wodonga are 
experiencing an increase in population growth, and that’s 
why it’s important people in our communities have access 
to modern services.

The upgrade is being delivered by the Federal and Victorian 
governments, and is set to be complete by early next year.

The Nationals in government’s record $110 billion 
infrastructure investment plan is helping to connect 
communities like Albury-Wodonga and improve safety, 
while creating jobs and supporting our economic recovery.

Thanks to the fully federally-funded $235 million North East 
Line Upgrade track upgrades, passengers are already 
enjoying smoother rides with fewer delays on the North 
East Line.

NORTH EAST LINE UPGRADE
We are continuing to support the recovery of communities 
impacted by storms and flood with a further $49.5 million 
joint investment with the Victorian Government for the state-
coordinated Storm and Flood Clean-Up program.

This brings the investment in the clean-up program to  
$105 million.

The clean-up program has eased pressure on families and 
communities following the catastrophic storms that brought 
down trees, caused major flooding and damaged vital 
infrastructure.

The program is helping to clean up homes, businesses 
and public infrastructure destroyed in the June storms and 
floods, ensuring communities can get back their lives.

I was pleased to also announce a further $50 million for 
priority flood mitigation infrastructure projects across the 
country with my Nationals colleague Assistant Minister 
Kevin Hogan.

The National Flood Mitigation Infrastructure Program will 
now deliver $100 million over two years for projects that 
will prepare and protect Australian communities from future 
devastating flood events.

This support from the Commonwealth is critical, given the 
recent flooding that has occurred in Queensland, New 
South Wales and Victoria.

Information on disaster assistance is available on the 
Australian Government’s Disaster Assist website at: 
disasterassist.gov.au

SUPPORTING THE STORM AND 
FLOOD CLEAN-UP IN VICTORIA 

PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDS OF SHOOTING EVENT

The Nationals in government have facilitated a solution to 
ensure the safe transportation of firearms, after a decision 
by some commercial carriers left dealers and wholesalers 
without options to ship their goods.

Senator Dr Sam McMahon and I hosted a meeting 
with Australia Post and national firearms industry 
representatives back in August, with the objective to find 
solutions.

As a result, the carriage of firearms are now available 
through a range of existing service offerings within 
Australia Post and Startrack.

Australia Post has thrown a valuable lifeline to all those 
involved in the industry by offering Parcel Post, Express 
Post, Secure Accept and Collect, Startrack Express and 
Startrack Special Services to ensure the safe, secure and 
reliable transportation of firearms.

Not having firearms able to be commercially freighted 
across the country has severe implications that affect 
many of our regional industries.

It’s critical the transportation of legal firearms is regarded 
to be as important as the supply of stock to every other 
small business around the country.

I’m pleased Australia Post has worked with industry 
representatives to secure a very positive resolution.

THE 
NATIONALS 
LEAD ON 
FIREARM 
FREIGHT 
ISSUE 
RESOLUTION


